THE PARADOX OF PROPHECY
their grip on its affairs, and look back with regret
on the good old times when they were young
and were having a good time; or, more subtly
still, because it pleases them to believe that the
world they feel themselves about to quit is
destined to destruction, or at least is about to
fall upon evil times. There is therefore immense
consolation in contemplating the clouds on the
horizon, and in cherishing forebodings of evils
which will not overtake the seer.
But the right way to take these Cassandran
prophecies is not to denounce their authors as
pessimists and to disbelieve and disregard them,
but to take them as salutary warnings, as reveal-
ing dangerous possibilities which, with skill and
foresight, may be prevented from growing into
anything more. Forewarned is, or may be, fore-
armed: so the right way to refute the prophets
of ill is to take their advice!
It is with such an attitude of mind that the
prospects of the British Empire are best con-
sidered. But before we attempt to forecast the
future, it will be well to bestow a glance on the
past and the present*